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MACKINAC ISLAND CONFERENCE 



conducting the reading tents because of 
the loss of books and the cost of ex- 
pressage. Another difficulty was the large 
number of foreigners in each camp who 
could not read English, books, and so had 
to be instructed in that language. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick said in part: 

At present we have nineteen reading 
tents, seven in Ontario, two in Manitoba, 
five in Alberta, two in Saskatchewan, and 
three in British Columbia. 

We have never even dreamed of being 
able to establish this work at all of the 
camps; that is a Herculean task and can 
only be performed by the state. We sim- 
ply profess to experiment in each province, 
demonstrate the practicability of camp 
education, and urge the provincial depart- 
ments of education to take it up and make 
it a part of the educational system of the 
provinces. 

We are thus gradually winning the con- 
fidence of employers and men, and we 
trust our provincial and your state gov- 
ernments will take this matter up in the 
not too distant future and extend their 
systems of education to the camps — the 
first point of contact with the foreign 
immigrant. This would keep him at the 
camps, away from the towns and cities, 
and would help solve the slum prob- 
lem of the cities. It would place the im- 
migrant on a footing of equality with 
English speaking citizens, and would en- 
courage him to settle in the country, bring 
his family and invest his money here in- 
stead of sending it home as he so often 
does. 

This would be in the interest of the 
government — of the country generally, 
and the state ought to act. We boast of 
our great systems of education. Surely 
these systems are wieldy enough to adapt 
themselves to the needs of the boys in 
our frontier camps. There is no reason 
why a boy's education should end with 
the public school. We should follow him 
to the woods and mines, to the farthest 
confines of the earth. Every state and 
every province on this continent has made 
money out of the lumber industry, out 
of its railroads and mines, indirectly if 



not always directly, and we owe the 
woodsman, miner, and fisherman an edu- 
cation. 

I am glad to be able to tell you that 
Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
and British Columbia co-operate with our 
Association in this work, and we hope 
some day they will assume full responsi- 
bility, as they alone have the necessary 
machinery to carry it on, and they alone 
can do it satisfactorily. 

The PRESIDENT: Are there any ques- 
tions? If not, we can return once more 
to Old Canada. 

(Mr. Le Fevre again sings.) 

The PRESIDENT: The report of the 
Committee on resolutions is in order. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
RESOLUTIONS 

Resolved, That the grateful thanks of 
the Association are due to the Michigan 
library association for its hospitality, and 
especially to those of Its members who 
took part in the exercises of the opening 
day. 

Resolved, That the Association learns 
with gratification of the improved health 
of its former President, Mr. Frederick M. 
Crunden, and earnestly hopes that at no 
distant date it may again have the benefit 
of his presence and his counsel. 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. Delo- 
raine P. Corey, this Association has lost 
a faithful friend and tireless worker in 
its behalf. He was for many years the 
leading figure in that group of library 
trustees, always too small, who have reg- 
ularly attended the meetings of the Asso- 
ciation and taken an active part in its 
work. In particular, his services as Trus- 
tee of the Endowment fund were conspi- 
cuously useful. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. N. C. CARLTON, 
A. E. BOSTWICK, 
NINA K. PRESTON. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved that the 
resolutions be adopted, which was done by 
a rising vote. 
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Miss STEARNS then moved that a vote 
of thanks be extended to "Madam Presi- 
dent, Mrs. N. D. C. Hodges," in apprecia- 
tion and thanks for her helpfulness, kind- 
ness, and courtesy during the conference, 
which motion was seconded in many 
places and unanimously adopted by a 
rising vote. 

The PRESIDENT: I am sure this vote 
is appreciated, and in my wife's name I 
thank the Association. 

Have the tellers of election their report 
ready? 

Mr. CHARLES E. RUSH then presented 
the 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS OF 
ELECTION 

No. of 

For President: votes 

James I. Wyer, Jr., Albany 98 

For 1st Vice-President: 
Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, Buffalo 103 

For 2nd Vice-President: 
W. Dawson Johnston, New York. . 103 

For Executive board: 

Herbert Putnam 104 

Purd B. Wright 105 

For Members of the Council: 

Johnson Brigham 104 

L. J. Burpee 103 

Eliza G. Browning 100 

Julia T. Rankin 99 

Sula Wagner 103 

For Trustee of Endowment fund: 

W. T. Porter 102 

C. E. RUSH, 
F. L. D. GOODRICH, 
Tellers of Election. 

The PRESIDENT: It now becomes my 
pleasant duty once more to thank all those 
who have helped me in the labors of the 
past year, and to induct into office the 
President-elect, Mr. Wyer. 

Mr. WYER: Mr. President, Friends in 
the American library association: The 
presidency of our Association is an honor 
which, in the face of your suffrages, can- 
not be repudiated nor lightly regarded. 
For a number of years it has been my 



happy fortune to be serving the Associa- 
tion in capacities which have made it 
peculiarly evident that the responsibilities 
of the President in guiding the policies 
of the Association are great. These ser- 
vices have perhaps left with me an ex- 
perience which shall be yours in perform- 
ing the duties of the presidency during 
the coming year. But I cannot do it alone. 
It will be possible to make of this office, 
of the Association, and its welfare during 
the coming year what we all want to make 
of it, only with help from every one of 
you. I shall make numerous calls upon 
many of you. I am sure of the spirit in 
which they will be met. I bespeak your 
co-operation in this way, for without it 
the year cannot be what I want to make 
it, and what I am sure every one of us 
wants to have it. 

One day, about thirty years ago, in a 
little district school, the teacher suddenly 
sat down upon a pin, and suspicion turned 
wrongly upon your President-elect. I draw 
a veil over just what happened. It was 
a painful experience. When it was over 
I felt upon that occasion very much as I 
do now upon a totally different occasion — 
that I really didn't deserve what I got. 
With that thought uppermost in my mind, 
I promise you the best work that is in 
me. Time and strength without stint shall 
be at the disposal of the Association, 
whose welfare I have come to love through 
years of service for it, and we will all 
pull together for as good a year as it has 
ever had. At the end of that year there 
will be waiting that which must act as a 
stimulus to the best service that I can 
offer, membership in the honorable order 
of ex-presidents — a sort of a Nirvana wait- 
ing for those whose services to the Asso- 
ciation shall have culminated in the highest 
gift within its choice. Thank you. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The PRESIDENT: (Hands the gavel 
to President Wyer.) The Thirty-second 
conference of the American library asso- 
ciation is adjourned, and I pass this token 
of office to President Wyer. 

Adjourned. 



